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GBE approved 6/27/2024 

1. A special meeting of the Griswold Board of Education was held on Wednesday, June 5th, 2024, in the 
Griswold Middle School Cafeteria, located on the first floor, 211 Slater Avenue, Griswold, CT.  The 
meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mary Beth Malin, Griswold Board of Education Chair. 

 
PRESENT Mary Beth Malin, Griswold BOE Chair; Yvonne Palasky, Griswold BOE 

Vice-Chair, Jaimee O’Neill-Eaton, Griswold BOE Secretary; Stuart 
Norman, Jr. (entered at 6:03 PM), Martin Osga, Jennifer Norman and 
Cathy Waselik, Griswold BOE Members. 

 
ALSO PRESENT Sean McKenna, GPS Superintendent of Schools; Glenn LaBossiere, GPS 

Assistant Superintendent; Patricia Feeney, Director of Instructional 
Improvement-Learner Diversity; and Jessica Gillespie, Director of 
Instructional Improvement. 

 
ABSENT  
 

Pledge of Allegiance -The Board and the audience performed the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes 

A. Regular Meeting – May 23rd, 2024  
 
MOTION By Yvonne Palasky    
 Seconded by Jaimee O’Neill-Eaton  
 To approve the regular meeting minutes of May 23rd, 2024, as presented. 
 Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Stuart Norman, Jr. entered at 6:03 PM during discussion of New Business A. 
 
3. New Business 

A. Review and Discussion on Revised K-12 Science Curriculum – Please click on each link to view 
curriculum documents by grade level. 
Grade K 
Grade 1 
Grade 2 
Grade 3 
Grade 4 
Grade 5 
Grade 6 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 
Grade 9 (Earth & Space Science) 
Grade 10 (Biology) 
Grade 11 (Chemistry) 
Grade 12 (Physics) 
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The Board received a presentation from GPS administration on the revised K-12 curriculum for Science.  
The presentation provided an introduction to the revision work that has taken place.  This topic will be 
revisited again at a future BOE meeting, as an action item. 

 
B. Review and Discussion on the Gerard & Wanda Brunet Scholarship Awardees – The Board received a 

copy of the Tier I, II, and III scholarship recipients of the Gerard and Wanda Brunet Scholarship 
Foundation, which provides annual scholarships to several Griswold graduates. 
   

C. Review, Discussion, and Possible Action on New Summer Course Proposal:  “Thrones & Ranches:  
Exploring Power in Shakespeare’s King Lear & Yellowstone - The Superintendent provided details on a 
new summer course proposal as an enrichment course to be offered to all Griswold High School students 
who would be enrolled for the 2024-2025 school year.  After review of the proposal, the Board voted to 
approve the course proposal. 
 

MOTION    By Yvonne Palasky 
     Seconded by Jaimee O’Neill-Eaton 

To approve the new summer course proposal, “Thrones & Ranches: 
Exploring Power in Shakespeare’s King Lear & Yellowstone”, as 
presented. 

     Motion unanimously carried. 
 

D. Gifts and Donations 
1. All Paws on Deck, Inc. Donation of $1,500 to Griswold Middle School  

 
MOTION    By Jaimee O’Neill-Eaton 
     Seconded by Cathy Waselik  

To accept the generous donation of $1,500 from All Paws on Deck, Inc. 
for the Griswold Middle School Music Program, with gratitude. 
Motion unanimously carried.  

 
E. Vacancies/Appointments/Resignations/Retirements – The Board received a list of vacancies, 

appointments, resignations and retirements. 
 

F. Discussion Concerning the Performance, Professional Development, & Evaluation of the Griswold 
Board of Education with Nick Caruso from CABE* - The Board referred this item to executive session 
for review and discussion, inviting Superintendent Sean McKenna to join them. 

 

MOTION    By Yvonne Palasky 
     Seconded by Jaimee O’Neill-Eaton 

To move into executive session at 6:25 PM for the purpose of a discussion 
concerning the performance, professional development, and evaluation of 
the Griswold Board of Education and to invite in Griswold Public Schools’ 
Superintendent, Sean McKenna, and CABE’s Nick Caruso. 

     Motion unanimously carried. 
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The Board came out of executive session at 8:41 PM with no further action. 

 
4. Adjournment 
 
MOTION    By Yvonne Palasky 
     Seconded by Cathy Waselik 

To adjourn the regular Board of Education meeting at 8:42   PM. 
     Motion unanimously carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes recorded by: Robin Drobiak/Sean McKenna 


